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Helytorténeti gytijtemény

A19. szazad eleji, klasszicista stilusu, fazsindelytetds kariat utolsé gazdajardl Csil-
laghazként is ismerik varosunkban. A miemlék éptiletben 1977 6ta miikodik a
kényvtar helyismereti gytjteménye. Itt talalhatok azok a &dmyvek, amelyek a varos ésa
kistérség torténelmérdl, f6ldrajzarol, gazdasagi és kulturalis életérdl nyujtanak tajékoz-
tatast. A képeslapok kézel mastélezer darabos gyGjteménye a 19. szazad végétdl a 20.
szazad kozepéig eltelt id6 épitészeti emlékeit mutatja be. A t6bb tizezer lapot magaba
toglal6 Esze Tamds adattdr a 18-20. szazadban, Négrad megyében élt irokra és tudé-
sokra vonatkozoé informaciokat tartalmazza. Az itt elérhetd hagyatékok betekintést ad-
nak a 20. szazad elsé felének kisvarosi életébe. A dia- és fotdgysijtemény bemutatja az al-
lami Gnnepeket, rendezvényeket, tarsasagi és csaladi eseményeket, a 20. szazad tinnepi
viseletét, szokasait, életmddjat. Szamitégépes dokumentumokon, digitalizalt forma-
ban tanulmanyozhaté a tbb tizezernyi egyedi adat, amit vizudlis gyGjteményeinkben
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Patikatorténeti kiallitas

Helytorténeti kutatasokbdl ismetjik az elsé
apothecariust, Anton Stampeket, aki 1761-ben
telepiilt varosunkba. A 19. szazad elején Balassa-
gyarmatnak mar két patikaja volt, a Szentlélekhez
cimzett és a Magyar Korona Gyogyszertar. Az
utébbinak lett tulajdonosa Rebmann Roékus
gyogyszerész a 20. szazad elsé felében. Felesége,
Horvath Valéria a tarsasagi életben, jétékonysa-
gi egyestletekben tevékenykedd, hiresen jo
konyhat vezet6 haziasszony volt.

A Magyar Korona Gyégyszertar dokumentu-
mait, berendezését mutatja be a tarlat, mely
1999-ben Reiter Laszl gydgyszerész-torténeti
kutatoi és szervezoi tevékenységének készonhe-
t6en jott létre.
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Magyar Korona Gyégyszertar
Pharmacie Hungarian Crown

Madach-szoba — Balogh Karoly akvarellek

A konyvtar névadoja a 19. szazad nevezetes dramairdja, Madach Imre. O irta
Az ember tragédidja cim filozofikus dramai kolteményt. Fémiivének Gsszes magyar
és néhany kulféldi kiadasat, valamint a drama értelmezését tartalmazé kiadvanyok
sokasagat mutatja be az intézmény.

Madach Imre unokadcecse volt ifj. Balogh Karoly. Edesanyja a dramakolté n6-
vére, Maria, aki tragikus kériilmények kézott halt meg. Férje, Balogh Karoly kato-
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natisztként harcolt az 1848—49-es szabadsagharcban és 1849-ben megsebesiilt Er-
délyben. Felesége utinament, hogy hazasegitse a sebestiltet, utban hazafelé azonban

Biedermeier enteribr (intetior)

rablogyilkosok megolték a hazaspart.
A csaladbdl csak az egyéves kisfia,
Karoly maradt életben, aki az also-
sztregovai kastélyban, nagyanyjanal
varta sziileit.

Az arvat Madach Imre nevelte fel
azonos koru fiaval, Aladarral egyiitt.
Ifjabb Balogh Karoly kedvtelésbdl raj-
zolgatott, festett, akvarelleket is készi-
tett. Foglalkozasa jogasz volt, az Igaz-
sagligyl Minisztériumban dolgozott.
1875-ben feleségtil vette Bérczy Mar-
gitot, Bérczy Karoly balassagyarmati

szarmazast kolts, lapszerkeszt6, muifordito lanyat. Kiallitott mivei k6z6tt szerepel
az a szines ceruzarajz, amely aposanak pesti biedermeier lakasbelsGjét abrazolja.

Horvath Endre pénzjegytervezd grafikusmiivész emlékkiallitasa

A Pozsony megyei Bazinban (ma: Szlovakia, Pezinok) sziiletett 1896. marcius 3-
an alegszebb magyar papirpénzek készit6je. Edesapja a nemesi szarmazasu bibithi
és legéndi Horvath Géza, édesanyja zsitvagyarmati (Bars megye) So6s Gizella. Az

Horvith Endre
ex librise

édesapa hivatalnokként, telekkényvvezetSként dolgo-
zott. A csalad 1908-ban Balassagyarmatra koltozott,
Horvath Endre itt fejezte be a gimnaziumot. 1914-ben,
érettségi utan joghallgaténak iratkozott be, tanulmanyait
azonban megszakitotta az 1. vilaghaboru. 1915 majusatol
1918 oktoberéig katonatisztként harcolt, gyalogsagi had-
nagyként szerelt le. Horvath Endre 1919-1925-ig az
Iparmiivészeti Iskolaban tanult grafika szakon. Mestere
Helbing Ferenc fest6- és grafikusmiivész volt.

A vesztes vilaghdbort utan figgetlenné valt Magyar
Kiralysagnak pénziigyi reformot kellett végrehajtania. Az
inflacié megfékezésére 1927. januar 1-jétdl bevezették az
4j fizetGeszkozt, a pengbt. A Magyar Nemzeti Bank az
atmeneti id8szakban meghfvasos palyazatot irt ki
tervezésre, amelyet Helbing Ferenc nyert meg. Az 6
ajanlasara alkalmaztak Horvath Endrét 1926. januar

jétél a Pénzjegynyomdaban, ahol részt vett az elsé pengSk rajzolasdban, majd
Franke Ruppert rézmetsz6 iranyitasaval elsajatitotta a rézmetszés mesterfogasait.

3



Horvath Endre miavészi fokon megta-
nulta ezt a technikat: az eltéré strtiségh és
mélységli vonalakkal, pontozassal gazdagi-
tott feltletekkel olyan kiilénleges tonust ért
el, amely vjdonsagnak szamitott szakmaja-
ban. A rajzolds, rézmetszés mellett pénz-
jegytervezéssel is foglalkozott. Ez utébbi
szakteriileten a magyar népmivészet moti-
vumaival 6nall6 stilust alakitott ki.

Az 1930-as években a bankjegyhamisitas
ellen Magyarorszagon rotacios réznyomo- . = S
gépeket fejlesztettek ki, amelyek lehetévé 5 Pengd (Részlet — Detail)
tették a finom vonalak élességének és a na-
gyobb mélységeknek az érzékeltetését. Eurdpa
tobb pénzjegynyomdajaban is felhasznaltik eze-
ket a magyar berendezéseket, igy Belgiumban is,
ahova 1936-ban meghfvtak Horvath Endrét, hogy
a briisszeli Nemzeti Bank szakembereit tanitsa
meg a rézmetszés és -nyomtatds technologiajara.
Itt megismerkedett egy fiatal tisztviselénével,
Hardy Rajmonde-nal, akivel 1937. februar 27-én
hazassagot kétott. A Belgiumban elt6lt6tt masfél
- ,_ év utan a mivész nem fogadta el az angol De La

Ny | Ruecégajanlatat, 1937 karacsonyan ifju feleségé-
Hardy Rajmonde, Horvith Endre vel egylitt hazatért Magyarorszagra. A hazassag
révidesen felbomlott, k6z6s megegyezéssel elval-

tak, s az asszony visszatért Belgiumba.

Horvath Endre 1937 februarjaban megkapta a Magyar Iparmivészek Orszagos
Egyestiletének eztistérmét. 1939-ben eléléptették a Magyar Nemzeti Bank feltigye-
16jévé. 1943 majusaban Kassan (ma Szlovakia, Kosice), a Magyar Orszagos Ipar-
miivészeti Tarlaton kidllitott munkai elismeréséil allarm iparmiivészeti aranyérem-
mel tintették ki, mint Magyar-
orszag legjobb grafikusat. Hor-
vath Endrét 1943-ban a Magyar
Iparmiivészek Orszagos Egye-
stletének tigyvezetd alelnokévé
valasztottak. Az egyesiiletben a
magyar népmivészet tanulma-
nyozasara iparmivésztelepek
létesitését kezdeményezte Er- 20 Pengd




délyben, Pal6cf6ldon és a Dunantilon, ahol az alkotok kézvetlen tapasztalatot sze-
rezhetnek a népi kulturarél. Horvath Endre bankjegyeihez elsGsorban a paléc fal-
vakbdl valasztott modelleket: a 2 peng6sén megorokitette a népviseletbe 6lt6zott
hollékéi anyat kislanyaval és a bényi paléclanyt, a 20 peng6sén a pataki aratokat.

Elképzeléseinek megvaldsitasat akadalyozta az Gjabb habort kit6rése. A I1. vi-
laghdbora alatt végig a Pénzjegynyomdéaban dolgozott, Budapest ostromat is itt élte
at. Az elszenvedett borzalmak megrenditették, miveinek egy részét eladta, hogy se-
githesse a hadidrvakat és mas raszoruldkat.

1945-ben felgyorsult az inflacio, ezért egyre nagyobb cimletd pénzeket kellett
nyomtatni. A torténelem egyik legjelentésebb inflacidjanak 1946. augusztus elsején
lett vége, amikor megjelent a forint. Horvath Endre megtervezte el6bb a 10, majd a
100 forintos cimletet, a Pénzjegynyomda munkatarsait abrazolva a bankjegyeken.
Ezek ofszeteljarassal készilltek, mint az inflici6 pénzeiis. 1947. februar 27-én jelent
meg az 1, értékalls, réz-
nyomatos 10 forintos, mely-
nek az el6oldalan Pet6fi
Sandor kolté arcképe latha-
t6. Ezt a korabeli sajté6 Eu-
répa legszebb bankjegyének
mindsitette. Horvath Endre
az 4j bankjegysorozatot tor-

10 Forint ténelmi személyiségek arc-

képeivel tervezte meg. (A 20

forintost Dézsa Gyorgy parasztvezér, az 50 forintost I1. Rakéczi Ferenc fejedelem
és az Uj szazast Kossuth Lajos kormanyzo6 portréjaval.) A Pénzjegynyomdaban a
bankjegyek tervezésén és metszésén kiviill Horvath Endre szamos mas feladatot is
kapott. O tervezte az dllampapirokat, az utleveleket, a terv- és békekolesondket is.

A tilhajszolt mtvész tiidGbetegséget kapott, gyogykezelésre szanatériumba kel-
lett mennie, igy a forintos bankjegyek egy részének metszése mar munkatarsara,
Nagy Zoltanra maradt.

Horvath Endre, a vilagszerte ismert magyar grafikus szamos allasajanlatot ka-
pott kilféldrél. 1947-ben egy milanéi cég svajci elhelyezést kindlt neki, s ezért
évenként csupan két bankjegy metszését vartak volna t6le. Buenos Airesben mind-
Ossze évi egy bankjegy tervezését kérték, 6 azonban tovabbra is a magyar Pénzjegy-
nyomdanal maradt. 1950-ben, kézel két és £él év betegeskedés utan tért vissza
munkahelyére, mint mdvészeti igazgato.

Horvath Endre bankjegyei kéziil a Magyar Nemzeti Bank huszonhatot hozott
forgalomba. Negyvenhat terve ismert még az 1933 és 1946 kozottt id6szakbol,
amelyeknek a lemezei a Pénzjegynyomdaban vannak. A leghiresebb az a 10 peng6s,
melyen a mivész az 6rhalmi népviseletbe 61toz6tt Sipeki Bozsit 6rokitette meg.
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Horvath Endre Direr mivészetétdl elindulva, az eltelt szazadok eredményeinek al-
kalmazasaval megujitotta a 20. szazadi magyar rézmetszést. Ezt az 0j eljarast alkal-
mazta a bankjegygyartasban, kisgrafikaiban és bélyegeiben.

1954 nyaran szabadsagat Hollokén téltétte, ahol paléc motivumokat gytijtott. A
vakacié befejezése el6tt varatlanul visszahivtdk a munkahelyére. A tilfeszitett mun-
katemp6 felemésztette maradék egészségét, 1954. oktéber 13-an az fréasztala mel-
lett, szivroham kovetkeztében meghalt.

Horviath Endre bar nem Balassagyarmaton sziletett, mindig otthonanak tartotta
ezt a varost. Itt élt édesanyja és névére, s a megtaradt mdvész hozzajuk tért haza
pihenni. Itt nyugszik a temetében, siremlékét a Hdrom pdrka cimi rézmetszete alap-
jan készitette id. Szabé Istvan szobraszmivész.

Né6vére, Rebmann Rékusné meg6rizte mivészi hagyatékat, s a varosnak ado-
manyozta (1983). Fivére emlékére alapitvanyt is létesitett, mellyel Balassagyarmat-
hoz k6téd6 képzémiivészek munkassagat ismerik el.

Az 1970-es évek végétél a Madach Imre Varosi Kényvtar Helytorténeti gytjte-
ményében lathaté a Horvath Endre-emlékkiallitas, amelyben a mivész életére vo-
natkoz6 dokumentumok, rajzok és festmények, akvarellek és kisgrafikak, rézmet-
szetek mellett a mivész értékes butorai, személyes emléktargyai, porcelanok és tex-
tilek, csipkék, kelim fliggényok talalhatok.

Az emlékkiallitast Kovalcsik Andras, a hagyaték gondozdja és kbzreaddija ren-
dezte.

Horvath Endre: A harom parka — The Fates



Municipal Library Imre Madach — Local History Collection
After the name of its last owner, the mansion built in classicistic style in the
early 19th century and thatched with tiles of wood is also known in the town as
,,Csillaghaz” (Star House’). This historic building has been housing the Local

History Collection of the L 6 4 :

library since 1977. E i.,‘ .;
Its collection of books pro- " - 3 o e

vide information about the his- [ ! ?._ _QE:':

tory, geography, economic and -+
cultural life of the town and y
the small region surrounding it.
Its collection of picture post-
cards totals nearly 1500 pieces;
they display architectural relics

dating from the period be- ™ S
tween the end of the 19th and Horvath Endre-konferencia (conference)

the middle of the 20th century. Vagyéczky Karoly, dr. Semsey Andor, dr. Szij Re-
The data base ,Esze Tamds” zs6, Kovalcsik Andras — Balassagyarmat, 1979.
contains several times ten thousand sheets providing in-formation about writers
and scientists who lived in county Nograd in the 18-20th centuries. Estate
documents stored here give an insight into the life of a small town in the first half
of the 20th century. The slide and photo collection displays state feasts and
programs, social and family events, gala dresses, habits, the lifestyle of the 20th
century. Tens of thousand of individual data can be accessed in a digitalized format
in the computerized documents preserved in our visual collections.

Exhibition displaying the history of a pharmacy

Local historical research has identified Anton Stampek as the first apothecary

' settling in our town in 1761. At the beginning of the
19th century, there were already two pharmacies at
Balassagyarmat, their sign-boards showing their
names: ,,Holy Spirit” and ,,Hungarian Crown”. In
the first half of the 20th century, this latter one was
owned by apothecary Rékus Rebmann. His wife Va-
léria Horvath was a real society lady playing an active
role in charitable associations; she was also well-
known for her excellent cuisine. The exhibition
(opened in 1999 as a result of Laszl6 Reiter’s
pharmaceutical research and organizational work)
shows documents, furniture and equipment of the Hungarian Crown Pharmacy.
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Madach Room — water-colour paintings by Karoly Balogh

The Library wears the name of the well-known
19th century Hungarian playwright Imre Madach,
author of the philosophic-dramatic poem Tragedy
of Man. The institution possesses copies of all Hun-
garian editions of his main work besides some
foreign translations and a multitude of publications
interpreting the drama.

Karoly Balogh Jr. was the nephew of Imre Ma-
dach. His mother Maria, sister of the playwright died
a tragic death. Her husband Karoly Balogh fighting
as an officer in the Hungarian War of Independence
was wounded in Transylvania in 1849. Maria went
after him to assist her wounded husband on the way
Bérczy Margit, Balogh Karoly Jr.  home, but the couple was killed by highwaymen.

Only their one-year old son Karoly survived the
tragedy who had been left with his grandmother in the castle at Alsésztregova. The
orphan was raised by Imre Madach together with his own son Aladar, who was of
nearly the same age. Karoly Balogh Jr. was an amateur drawer and painter; he
painted some aquarelles, too. A lawyer by profession, he worked in the Ministry of
Justice. In 1875 he married Margit Bérczy, daughter of Karoly Bérczy (Balassa-
gyarmat -born poet, translator and editor of newspapers). At the exhibition we can

I = see, among others, a coloured pencil drawing
showing the Biedermeier interior of the flat where his
father-in-law lived in Pest.

Exhibition commemorating graphic artist and
banknote designer Endre Horvath

The designer of the most beautiful Hungarian
paper banknotes was born at Bazin in county Po-
zsony (today in Slovakia, Pezinok) on March 3, 1896.
His father, Géza Horvath, was a nobleman having his
family estates at Bibith and Legénd; his mother, Gi-
zella So6s, came from a family having its estates at
Zsitvagyarmat in county Bars. The father worked as a
7 = clerk (land registrar). In 1908 the family moved to Ba-

A Horvath csalad lassagyarmat, and Endre Horvath finished his
The family Horvath secondary grammar school studies in this town. After
passing the secondary school final examination in
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1914, he started to read law, but his studies were interrupted by World War I. From
May 1915 till October 1918 he served as an officer and was finally discharged as an
infantry lieutenant.

Between 1919-1925 he studied graphics at the School of Applied Arts, his
master was Ferenc Helbing, a painter and graphic artist.

The Hungarian Kingdom winning its independence
after being defeated in World War I had to execute a
monetary reform. In order to stop the inflation, a new
currency (,pengd”) was introduced on January 1, 1927.
In the transitory period, the National Bank of Hungary
announced a tender with invited participants to design
the new currency, what was won by Ferenc Helbing.
Based on his recommendation, Endre Horvath was
employed at the Banknote Printing Office where he
participated in drawing the first ,,pengs” banknotes;
later he studied the art of copperplate engraving under

: the guidance of engraver Ruppert Franke. Endre Hor-
Vath learnt this technique on an artistic level: he used surfaces decorated with lines
and dots of various density and depth to achieve special tones that were considered
a novelty in his profession. Besides drawing and copperplate engraving he also
designed banknotes. In this latter area, he created his own style using Hungarian
folk art motifs.

To prevent the counterfeiting of banknotes, rotary copper printers were
developed in Hungary in the 1930s fully displaying the sharpness and depth of fine
lines. These Hungarian machines .
were used in several European
banknote printing offices; one of
these was in Belgium. In 1936
Endre Horvath was invited to
teach the technology of coppetr
engraving and printing to the staff
of the National Bank of Belgium
in Brussels. He got acquainted
with a young clerk Hardy
Rajmonde whom he married on
February 27, 1937. After spending
18 months in Belgium, he did not
accept the offer of the British Munkéban — At wotk
company De La Rue and returned




to Hungary with his young wife at Christmas 1937. The marriage ended soon with
a divorce by mutual consent, and his former wife returned to Belgium.

In February 1937, Endre Horvath was awarded with the silver medal of the Na-
tional Association of Hungarian Applied Arts. In 1939 he was appointed supervisor
at the National Bank of Hungary. In recognition of his works displayed at the
Hungarian National Applied Arts Exhibition
at Kassa (now in Slovakia, Kosice), in May
1943 he received the gold medal of applied
arts donated by the Hungarian state to the
best graphic artist of Hungary. In 1943, End-
re Horvath was elected Managing Vice-
Chairman of the National Association of
Hungarian Applied Arts. In order to study
the Hungarian folk art, the association
initiated the establishment of applied art
centres in Transylvania, in the so-called ,,Pa-
lé¢c region” in Northern Hungary and in

Allami Iparmiivészeti Aranyérem Transdanubia, where creative artists could
Gold medal of the Hungarian state ~ get in direct touch with the folk culture.
1943. Endre Horvath selected the models of the
banknotes he designed primarily from Paloc
villages: the 2 pengé banknote depicted a mother and her small daughter from Hol-
16ké as well as a peasant girl from Bény dressed in traditional folk costumes; the 20
pengd banknote showed reapers from Patak. The implementation of his ideas were
hindered by the outbreak of the war. During World War II, he kept on working at
the Banknote Printing Office, where he survived the siege of Budapest. Shaken by
the horrors he experienced, he sold a part of his works so as to be able to help war
orphans and others in need.

Inflation accelerated in 1945, thus banknotes of always higher denominations

= had to be printed. One of the

greatest inflations of history
ended on August 1, 1946 with
the introduction of the forint.
Endre Horvath designed first
the 10 forint banknote, then
the 100 forint one; these dis-
100 Forint, 1946 played colleagues from the

Banknote Printing Office. Just

like the banknotes in the inflation period, these were printed in an offset procedure.
The new, copper-printed 10 forint banknote of stable value was issued on February
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27,1947 displaying a portrait of poet Saindor Pet6fi. Contemporary press evaluated
it as the most beautiful banknote in Europe. The new banknote series was designed
by Endre Horvath using portraits of historical personalities (20 forint banknote:
peasant leader Gyorgy Ddzsa, 50 forint: prince Ferenc Rakoczi I1, new 100 forint:
governor Lajos Kossuth). In addition to designing and engraving banknotes, he
was given several other tasks, too. He designed state papers, passports and state
bonds. The overburdened artist went into consumption and had to go to a
sanatorium for a cure, thus a part
of the forint banknotes were
designed by his colleague Zoltan
Nagy.

Endre Horvath was well-
known all over the world and
received several job offers from
abroad. In 1947, a company from
Milan offered him a position in
Switzerland, where he ought to
engrave only two banknotes a year. According to another offer from Buenos Aires,
his work would have been only one banknote per year — but he stayed at the
Hungarian Banknote Printing Office. After being ill for neartly two and half years, he
returned to his working place in 1950 as its arts director.

From the banknotes designed by Endre
Horvath, 26 were issued by the National
Bank of Hungary. In addition to these, 46
designs are also known from the petiod be-
tween 1933 and 1946, the plates of which
are at the Banknote Printing Office. The
most famous is the 10 pengé banknote
depicting Bozsi Sipeki dressed in a folk
costume typical for the village of Orhalom.
Using the art of Diirer as his starting point
and relying on the results achieved in the
past centuries, Endre Horvath renewed
Hungarian copper engraving in the 20th
century. He applied his new technique in
banknote production, small graphics and
stamps, too.

In the summer of 1954, he spent his
vacation at Holléké collecting folk art mo-
tives. Prior to the end of his holidays he was unexpectedly called back to his
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working place. His remaining health was consumed by the over-forced work
tempo; he got a heart attack and died at his desk on October 13, 1954.

In spite of not being born at Balassagyarmat, Endre Horvath considered it his
home town all the time. His mother and sister lived here, and the tired artist
seeking rest visited them. He is buried here, his grave monument was created on
the basis of his copper engraving The Fates by sculptor Istvan Szabé.

His artistic estate was maintained by his sister Mrs. Rékus Rebmann who
donated it to the town in 1983. In memory of his brother she established a
foundation, too, acknowledging the work of artists having ties to Balassagyarmat.

Since the end of the 1970s, a memorial exhibition commemorating Endre Hor-
vath is displayed as part of the Local History Collection of the Municipal Library
Imre Madéch; it contains — in addition to documents, drawings and paintings,
aquarelles and small graphics, copper engravings — valuable furniture, personal be-
longings and china, textiles, laces, Kelim carpets once owned by the artist.

The memorial exhibition was designed by Andrds Kovalcsik, trustee and
publisher of the estate.

Osszedllitotta: Vas Agnes
Translation: Nagy Laszl6
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